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CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 0337 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, GY 
SUBJECT: PM'S HEALTH 

REF: GEORGETOWN 0283 

SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH MEDIA HAS STATED THAT BURNHAM IS 
RESPONDING WELL TO PERIOD OF REST, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT 
RECOVERY HAS BEEN SLOWER THAN EXPECTED. PM REPORTEDLY 
CONTINUES TO MAKE PLANS FOR PUBLIC OUTINGS IN NEAR 
FUTURE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PNC PARTY ORGAN NEW NATION OF FEBRUARY 13 CARRIED 

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT THAT BURNHAM HAS RESPONDED WELL TO HIS 
PERIOD OF REST AND THAT HIS DOCTORS ARE PLEASED WITH 
IMPROVEMENTS IN HIS PHYSICAL CONDITION. THE ARTICLE 
ALLEGED THAT HIS DOCTORS ARE OPTIMISTIC THAT HE WILL 
SHORTLY BE ABLE TO RETURN TO HIS OFFICIAL DUTIES. 

2. HOWEVER, BASED ON REPORTS FROM SEVERAL WELL- 
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INFORMED SOURCES, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT PM'S RECOVERY 
HAS BEEN SLOWER THAN INDICATED BY THE NEW NATION 
REPORT. HIS DOCTORS INSIST THAT HE SPEND MUCH OF 
HIS TIME IN BED AND A CABINET MINISTER WHO SAW HIM 
FEBRUARY 12 DESCRIBED HIM AS QUITE PALE, BUT IN GOOD 
SPIRITS. BURNHAM CONTINUES TO BE A DIFFICULT 
PATIENT INSISTING ON DISCUSSING GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
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AGAINST THE ADVICE OF HIS PHYSICIANS. HE CONTINUES TO 
GATHER MATERIAL FOR A SPEECH HE IS SCHEDULED TO GIVE 
ON FEBRUARY 21. PLANS FOR HIS APPEARANCE AT ELABORATE 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS FOR HIM THAT WEEKEND ARE PRO- 
CEEDING. ONE OF THREE CABINET MINISTERS WHO SAW 
BURNHAM FEBRUARY 12 HAS TOLD US PM QUESTIONED THEM 
IN DETAIL ABOUT THEIR MEETINGS WITH CHARGE BLACKEN. 

3. SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SITUATION REMAINS CALM 
DESPITE PM'S PROLONGED ABSENCE FROM OFFICIAL SCENE. 
ACTING PRIME MINISTER REID IS PROVIDING EXTREMELY LOW 
KEY DIRECTION TO GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. FONMIN WILLS 
STILL COMPLAINS THAT DECISIONS AND DUTIES THAT SHOULD 
FALL TO ACTING PM ARE BEING SHOVED TO HIM. REID REMAINS 
HOLED UP IN HIS OFFICE TO EXTENT THAT RUMORS ARE 
BEGINNING TO CIRCULATE THAT HE IS TRAVELING ABROAD. 
BLACKEN 
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